Guidance Bulletin 45
Cuts and Grazes! Damage To Existing Surfaces

Damage To Existing Surfaces

Damage caused to exsting surfaces by grab buckets and mini excavator blades can become a serious financial and performance issue. To prevent potential
remedial warks the fallowing action should be undertaken when operating grab or mini escavators on the public highway.

1. & biade pratection system or an old cone base, old tyre or other protection should be placed under the blade of the mini excasator to prevent blade
damage whille in use. This should be moved along the works as the machine mowes.

2 ‘Where poasible mise the blade when not in use, it is not requined to stabilise the machine.

3 Use Excawation Spoil plates # mats to protect the exsting surface prior to exscavation where appropriste.

4. Excavation gangs should facilitate spoil collection by separating top surface and lange stones / tarmac sections and other sizable bems such as kerb stones
from the granular speal. The top surfaces should not be on the botiom of the spod heap as this couses damage when grabbed.

5 A banksman must be aware of pedestrians etc. whilst the grab is in operation. This banksman should also ensure that the blades of the clam bucke: DO
MIOT made direct contact with the footpath, camageway surface at any time.

G Dhest and residue which cannot be collectsd by the bucket, without contact with the suface must be swept and shovelled onto the grab NOT grabbed by
the bucket.

. Every mse should be taken in an individual assessment basis.

2. De=p gowges (in eacess of 10- 15mm] should be conssdered for remedial works as should those on newly resurfaced cfw & fhw.

3, Surface grazes where the bucket or other plant hes just grazed the surface causing a white line should be left to weather over a period of 7-28 days or
bnmshed and cleaned before a further assessment = made.

HAUCIUK) thanks b Group Water in their help in the oestion of this guidance.
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